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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Education  Committee 
of  the  County  Council  of  the  County  of  Renfrew. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on 
Medical  Inspection,  Supervision,  and  Treatment  of  School 
Children  in  the  County  of  Renfrew  for  the  year  ended 
31st  July,  1951.  The  Report  has  been  prepared  by  Dr.  C.  D. 
Rankin,  Chief  Executive  School  Medical  Officer,  and  is 
compiled  in  accordance  with  the  revised  form  set  out  in 
Part  II.  of  the  Appendix  to  Circular  N.M.  & C.  No.  60/1938. 

I am, 

Your  faithfully, 

J.  S.  M.  GRAY, 

County  Medical  Officer. 
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LIST  OF  STAFF. 


Chief  Administrative  School  Medical  Officer — J.  S.  M.  Gray,  M.B.,  D.P.H. 


(a)  Whole-time  School  Service. 

Chief  Executive  School  Medical  Officer — C.  D.  Rankin,  M.D..  D.P.H. 
School  Medical  Officers — 

Paisley  Burgh — Greenock  Burgh — 

M.  S.  M'Cash,  M.D.,  D.P.H.  D.  B.  M'Millan,  M.B.  (died  14/3/51). 


Chief  Dental  Officer — M.  Paterson,  L.D.S. 


School  Dental  Officers — 


E.  R.  Sloan,  L.D.S. 
C.  Stewart,  L.D.S. 
J.  Wright,  L.D.S. 


D.  Dowie,  L.D.S.  (left  29/10/50). 
M.  Couchlin,  L.D.S. 

J.  Hair,  L.D.S.  (app.  28/5/51). 


Paisley  Burgh — 
E.  Robb. 

J.  Maclnnes. 
D.  Hally. 

M.  Neil. 


School  Nurses — 

Greenock  Burgh — 
M.  Fulton. 

M.  M'Callum. 
M.  Brockie. 

G.  M'William. 


Physiotherapist — M.  Sivewright,  M.C.S.P. 

Clerk — R.  Brown. 

Audiometrists — 

R.  Seedhouse.  Mrs.  Craig. 


Clerks — 

Paisley  Burgh — County — 

B.  Love  (left  28/3/51).  S.  M'Lelland. 

E.  Stewart  (app.  7/4/51).  M.  Conway  (app.  9/4/51). 


Greenock  Burgh — 
M.  Rankin. 

M.  Mackinnon. 


Paisley  Burgh — 
E.  Mason. 


J.  Stewart. 
A.  Glancey. 


Clinic  Attendants — 

County — Greenock  Burgh — 

C.  Wade.  S.  Donald. 

A.  Wright. 

Mrs.  Hamilton  (app.  2/10/50). 

Dental  Clinic  Attendants — 

C.  M'Goniglc.  E.  Muggins. 

A.  M'Tavish.  J.  Ferguson. 

M.  Lowson. 
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(b)  Part-time  School  Service. 

Specialist  Medical  Officers — 
Oculist — J.  B.  Adams,  M.B. 
Aurist—J.  C.  Watt,  M.B. 
Dermatologist — R.  W.  Carslaw,  M.D. 
Ortbopcedist — A.  Keith,  F.R.C.S. 


School  Medical  Officers— 

G.  J.  Sturrock,  M.B.,  D.P.H.  M.  Chapman,  M.B.  (left  15/4/51). 

A.  F.  Dickson,  M.B.,  D.P.H.  M.  MacArthur,  M.B.  (app.  16/7/51). 

G.  M'Lintock,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 


M.  Canfield. 

E.  Paul. 

W.  Callan. 

M.  MacLean. 

J.  Frederick. 

M.  Robb. 

M.  Kennedy. 

J.  Rae 

(left  15/1/51). 


School  Nurses — 

M.  Power 
M.  Gibson 

B.  M'Ninch 

M.  Mitchell. 

E.  M'Quade. 

I.  Steele. 

R.  Long. 

N.  Short 

(left  5/3/51). 


Clinic  Attendants — 


C.  Caldwell. 

A.  Armstrong 
(app.  22/1/51). 
M.  Sweeney 
(app.  1/5/51). 
J.  Guy 

(app.  1/2/51). 


Mrs.  Rew.  A.  Doyle. 

S.  Gardiner.  M.  Scorgie. 


Principal  Educational,  Psychologist — V.  M'Laren,  M.A.,  Ed.B.,  Ph.D. 


Master  of  Works — T.  Hepburn,  A.R.l.A.S. 
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During  the  year,  13,401  ROUTINE  MEDICAL  INSPECT 
TIONS  were  completed  of  pupils  born  in  the  3rears  1934,  19311 
and  1941,  along  with  all  new  Entrants.  2,526  children  born  in 
1943  had  their  Vision  and  Hearing  tested. 


157  children  attending  NURSERY  SCHOOLS  were  also 
inspected,  and  1,203  children  were  examined  prior  to  going  to; 
Camp  Schools  and  Switzerland.  28.2  per  cent,  of  all  children! 
examined  at  the  Routine  Inspections  were  notified  to  the 
parents  as  requiring  treatment  (excluding  uncleanliness  and 
dental  caries). 

Medical  Officers  are  instructed  to  work  in  co-operation  with! 
the  family  doctor.  The  ethical  question  of  one  doctor  taking^ 
to  do  with  another  doctor’s  patient  should  not  arise  if  thej 
delicacy  of  the  position  is  realised  by  both,  and  each  is  pre-j 
pared  to  respect  the  efforts  of  the  other  to  do  his  best  for  the 
most  important  member  involved,  viz.,  the  child. 

The  School  Nurses  paid  1,210  Home  Visits  during  the  year 
and  made  10,863  re-examinations. 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  SCHOOL  CHILDREN 
has  now  been  in  operation  since  1908.  Children  to-day  are 
better  shod  and  clad  and  are  cleaner,  although  there  stilfl 
remain  numbers  of  cases  of  head-nits,  which  require  much 
supervision  and  treatment  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection. 

Rickets  as  a crippling  disease  has  now  disappeareiL 
Crippling  deformities  to-day  arise  mainly  from  the  various 
forms  of  paralysis. 

Tuberculous  disease  of  bones,  joints,  glands,  and  skin  is 
now  comparatively  much  rarer. 

Children  are  heavier  and  taller  at  all  ages.  (The  value  of 
milk  as  an  addition  to  the  child's  diet  in  promoting  growth 
was  established  after  experiment  with  school  children.) 

1'he  problems  of  dental  caries  are  still  unsolved.  Formerly 
the  best  teeth  were  found  amongst  the  scholars  in  the  poorer* 
schools  but  this  is  no  longer  true. 

Diseases  ol  the  Ear  and  Defective  Vision  are  still  prevalent. 

Warts  and  Infantile  Eczema  are  up-to-date  problems  for 
the  Skin  Specialist. 


A new  approach  to  the  treatment  of  Defects  of  Speech  is 
now  possible  by  the  recognition  of  defective  hearing  within 
the  range  of  the  normal  frequencies  of  sound  used  in  speech. 
In  the  Ear,  Nose,  and  Throat  Specialist’s  report,  the  results 
of  the  hearing  tests  conducted  in  4,407  children  born  in  the 
year  1941  are  given.  These  tests  have  been  carried  out  bv  two 
Audiometrists  using  both  the  Gramophone  and  the  Pure  Tone 
Audiometers. 

After  recovering  from  tubercular  meningitis  treated  with 
Streptomycin,  four  children  are  now  in  attendance  at  the 
Schools  for  the  Deaf.  It  would  appear  that  their  lives  have 
been  saved  at  the  expense  of  their  hearing. 

The  ORTHOPAEDIC  CLINICS  are  now  well  established, 
but  to  relieve  congestion  at  these  clinics  and  the  time  of  the 
physiotherapist,  all  cases  of  postural  deformities  will  be  dealt 
with  at  the  Remedial  Clinics  where  classes  are  already 
organised  and  held  regularly.  Every  outbreak  of  Infantile 
Paralysis  leaves  behind  a number  of  children  who  will  have  to 
attend  the  Orthopaedic  Clinics  for  long  periods. 

There  are  9 Centres  for  CHILD  GUIDANCE  and  PSYCHO- 
LOGICAL treatment,  where  236  children  attended  on  account 
of  some  emotional  maladjustment  or  behaviour  disorder  and  231 
for  SPEECH  THERAPY. 

The  SPECIAL  SCHOOLS  continue  to  give  excellent  service 
to  the  physically  and  mentally  handicapped,  to  the  blind  and 
the  deaf. 

The  SPECIALISTS’  SERVICES  of  the  REGIONAL 
HOSPITAL  BOARD  are  detailed  in  the  tables  under  their 
respective  headings  of  “ Eyes  ” — “ Ear,  Nose,  and  Throat  ” — 
<£  Skin  ” — and  “ Orthopaedics.” 

Reports  of  the  SANITARY  CONDITION  of  the  SCHOOLS 
are  made  regularly  and  are  forwarded  to  the  Master  of  AVorks 
for  attention.  A short  report  by  the  Master  of  Works  is 
included. 

The  Organisation  and  Administration  were  fully  detailed 
in  the  Report  for  the  year  ending  31st  July,  1936. 

The  SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE  has  played,  and 
continues  to  play,  a great  part  in  the  life,  health,  and  happiness 
of  the  children.  The  ultimate  value  to  the  nation  cannot  be 
estimated. 

I thank  the  Office  Staff  for  the  preparation  of  the  tables 
and  statistics  for  this  report  which  has  entailed  much  exacting 
work . 

C.  1).  RANKIN,  M.IL,  D.P.H.. 

Chief  Executive  School  Medical  Officer. 
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MASTER  OF  WORKS  REPORT. 


The  cleansing  of  all  schools  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
Master  of  Works’  Department  and  is  carried  ont  by  Janitor.' 
and  Cleaners.  Cleaners  are  allocated  on  the  basis  of  one 
cleaner  per  500  square  yards  of  floor  space.  The  Janitor  is 
directly  responsible  to  the  Master  of  Works  for  the  carrying 
ont  of  his  duties  and  the  reporting  of  any  repairs  or  mainten- 
ance work  which  comes  to  his  notice.  He  is  also  responsible 
for  the  supervision  of  the  cleansing  staff  and  the  maintenance 
of  a high  standard  of  cleanliness  throughout  all  premise-  in 
accordance  with  the  Authority’s  Cleansing  Regulations. 

Improvements  to  Education  Property  during  the  past  year 
have  been  somewhat  delayed,  but  every  endeavour  has  been 
made  to  obtain  the  maximum  benefit  for  the  outlays  expended,  i 
A detailed  list  of  necessary  repairs  and  maintenance  has  been 
prepared,  which  it  is  intended  to  overtake  during  the  present 
financial  year. 


The  progressive  practice  of  improving  playground  surfaces 
with  asphalt-surfacing  instead  of  the  usual  tar-mac  finish  is 
now  showing  the  benefit  of  the  past  few  years’  programmes  of 
work.  The  worst  playgrounds  have  now  been  dealt  with. 
Expenditure,  therefore,  in  this  direction  should  be  gradually 
reduced  in  the  future. 


The  completion  of  the  installation  of  electric  lighting  in  all 
schools  in  the  County  has  now  been  reached. 

The  damage  caused  by  dry  rot  in  several  buildings  is 
causing  concern  and  considerable  expense.  The  reason  for 
this  is  thought  to  be  the  lack  of  adequate  attention  to  the.  lead 
work  and  parapets,  etc.,  during  the  war  years.  It  is  pleasing 
to  report  that  final  agreement  has  now  been  reached  with  the 
War  Damage  Commission  as  to  the  extent  of  the  repair  work 
to  be  carried  out.  Most  of  this  is  already  instructed,  though 
the  final  adjustment  of  several  claims  is  still  outstanding. 

The  improvement  of  the  lavatory  provision  at  schools  is  a 
major  problem,  and  to  make  permanent  improvements  it  is 
realised  that  drastic  alterations  must  be  undertaken,  and.  with 
this  in  mind,  several  capital  works’  projects  are  now 
contemplated. 


The  maintenance  of  grounds  and  grass  plots,  etc.,  is  now 
undertaken  by  a newly-appointed  groundsman. 

New  schools  under  construction  are  making  reasonable 
progress,  and  the  difficulties  owing  to  the  lack  of  labour  and 
materials  are  being  overcome.  It  is  hoped  to  commence  next 
year  other  projects  for  which  plans  are  presently  being 
prepared.  1 lie  Library  Service  has  been  increased  by  the 
addition  of  several  branches. 
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2.  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Population  of  the  area,  ...  

Number  of  Schools — 

(a)  Primary,  under  Education  Authority,  ... 

(b)  Secondary,  „ „ „ 

(c)  (i)  Special  Schools,  

(ii)  Special  classes  in  ordinary  schools,  ... 

(d)  In  receipt  of  grant  from  Education  Authority 

and  under  Medical  Inspection, 

Number  of  children  on  the  registers,  ... 

Number  of  children  in  average  attendance,  ... 


324,052 

49 

39 

8 


50,530 

45,659 
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. FINDINGS  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 


No.  Examined 

—13,401 

No. 

Defects 

%age 

Special 

Cases 

1.  CLOTHING— 
Unsatisfactory 

53 

039 

523 

2.  FOOTGEAR— 
Unsatisfactory 

43 

032 

174 

3.  UNCLEANLINESS— 

(a)  Head  

1,109 

8-27 

7,462 

(b)  Body  

80 

059 

732 

4.  SKIN— 

(a)  Head — 

Ringworm 

6 

004 

11 

Impetigo 

27 

020 

119 

Other  Diseases  ... 

161 

1-20 

132 

(b)  Body— 
Ringworm 

15 

Oil 

79 

Impetigo 

17 

0T2 

149 

Scabies  ... 

12 

008 

29 

Other  Diseases  ... 

283 

2.11 

395 

5.  NUTRITIONAL  STATE— 
Slightly  defective  ... 

203 

1-51 

41 

Bad  ... 

2 

000 

— 

6.  MOUTH  AND  TEETH— 
Unhealthy  ... 

1,030 

7-6S 

35 

7.  NASO-PHARYNX— 

(a)  Nose — 

(i)  Obstruction,  requiring 
observation... 

161 

1-20 

(ii)  Obstruction  (probably 
adenoids),  requiring 
operative  treatment 

114 

085 

166 

(iii)  Other  Conditions  ... 

262 

1.95 

(b)  Throat — 

(i)  Tonsils  requiring 
observation ... 

1,155 

8-61 

(ii)  Tonsils  requiring 
operative  treatment 

501 

3-73 

283 

(c)  Glands — 

(i)  requiring  observation 

332 

2-47 

(ii)  requiring  operative 
treatment  ... 

9 

006 

17 
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8.  EYES— 

(a)  External  Diseases — 
Blepharitis 

Conjunctivitis 

Corneal  Opacities 

Strabismus 

Other  Diseases  ... 

<b)  Visual  Acuity — 

No.  examined — -8,528 
With  Glasses — 

Good 

Fair  

Bad 

Without  Glasses — 

Good 

Fair 

Bad  

Recommended  for 
refraction 

•9.  EARS— 

(a)  Diseases — 

Otorrhoea 

Other  Diseases 

(b)  Defective  Hearing — 
Grade  I ... 

Grade  Ha  

Grade  lib 
Grade  III 

10.  SPEECH— 

Defective  Articulation 
Stammering ... 

11.  MENTAL  AND  NERVOUS 
CONDITION— 

(a)  Backward  ... 

(b)  Dull  (intrinsically) 

(c)  Mentally  defective 
(educable) 

(d)  Mentally  defective 
(ineducable) 

(e)  Highly  nervous  or 

unstable...  

•(f)  Difficult  in  behaviour  ... 


No. 

Defects 

%age 

Special 

Cases 

261 

1 94  ) 

40 

029 

5 

003 

234 

370 

276 

42 

031  , 

105 

1 23 

217 

255 

39 

046 

7, 178 

8417 

► 1,525 

796 

9-33 

193 

2-26 

852 

6 35 

106 

079 

192 

123 

091 

20 

014  ' 

4 

1 

0-02 

133 

3 

0-02 

44 

0 32 

24 

18 

0 13 

14 

10 

0-07 

8 

0-05 

4 

0-02 

* I 7 

1 

— 

I / 

56 

041 

87 

0 64 
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No. 

Defects 

%age 

Special 

Cases 

12.  CIRCULATORY  SYSTEM— 
(a)  Organic  Heart  Disease — 

(i)  Congenital  ... 

59 

044 

(ii)  Acquired  

72 

053 

42 

(b)  Functional  Conditions... 

100 

074  1 

13.  LUNGS— 

Chronic  Bronchitis  ... 

156 

1T5  I 

Suspected  Tuberculosis 

50 

037 

7 

Other  Diseases 

243 

1 81  J 

14.  DEFORMITIES— 

(a)  Congenital...  

60 

044 

(b)  Acquired  (Inf.  Paralysis) 

11 

008  1 

13- 

(c)  Acquired  (prob.  Rickets) 

74 

055  1 

(d)  Acquired  (other  causes) 

14S 

1T0  J 

15.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE... 

9 

006 

S- 

16.  OTHER  DISEASES  OR 

DEFECTS  

227 

1-70 

1,702 

13 


Table  showing  attendances  at  Inspection  Clinics. 


Tonsils  and  Adenoids,  ...  ...  ...  ...  88 

Diseases  of  Ear,  Nose,  and  Throat,  ...  ...  805 

„ „ Skin,  ...  ...  580 

„ ,,  Eye,  170 

,,  ,,  Nervous  System,  ...  ...  ...  42 

,,  ,,  Alimentary  System,  ...  ...  ...  29 

,,  ,,  Heart,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  150 

,,  ,,  Lungs 235 

,,  ,,  Kidneys...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

,.  ,,  Mouth  and  Teeth,  ...  ...  ...  11 

Epilepsy,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Defective  Speech,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

,,  Vision,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Debility,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  231 

Rheumatism,...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Glands,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Suspected  Infectious  Disease,  ...  ...  ...  12 

Orthopaedic  Cases,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  106 

Referred  Medical  Specialist ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Referred  Surgical  Specialist  ...  ...  ...  14 

For  School  Management  Committee,  ...  ...  54 

Enuresis,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  119 

Minor  Surgical  Conditions,  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

For  Convalescent  Homes,  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Paralysis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Others,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  166 


Examined  for  Schools  for  Physically  and  Mentally 
Handicapped — 

Mentally  Handicapped,  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 

Physically  Handicapped, ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

Deaf II 

Sight-Saving,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Re-examinations  in  Schools  for  Physically  and 
Mentally  Handicapped — 

Mentally  Handicapped,  ...  ...  ...  ...  119 

Physically  Handicapped, ...  ...  ...  ...  181 

Blind,  Myope,  Deaf-Mute,  ...  ...  ...  100 


Examined  for  Employment  Licences,  ...  ...  255 

In  co-operation  with  M.O.H; — 

Suspected  Tuberculosis,  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 


Total, 


3,798 
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Table  I. 


Total  number  of  children  examined  at : — 

(a)  Systematic  Examinations, 

Entrants,  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  4,8/3 

Born  1941,  4,372 

Born  1937,  3,918 

Born  1934,  238 

Total 13,401 


(b)  Born  1942,  2.526 

(Vision  and  Hearing  only) 


(c)  Other  Examinations, 

Nursery  Schools,  ...  ...  ..  ..  ...  157 

Special  cases,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39,906 

Re-inspections  by  Medical  Officers,  3,398 

Total,  ...  ...  43,461 


Number  of  individual  children  inspected  at  systematic  examin- 
ations, who  were  notified  to  parents  as  requiring  treatment 
(excluding  uncleanliness  and  dental  caries): — 


All  age  groups,  ... 


3,785 


Table  II 
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Unsatisfactory  ... 

2.  Footgear— 
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3.  Uncleanliness— 

(а)  Head 

(б)  Body  

4.  SxtN— 

(a)  Head— Rinviworm 

Impetigo 

Other  Diseases 

(b)  Bod> — Ringworm 

impetigo 

Scabies 

Other  Diseases 

5.  Nutritional  State — 

Slightly  defective  

Bad  

6.  Mouth  and  Teeth— 

Unhealthy 

7.  Naso-Pharynx— 

(u)  Nose — 

(i)  Obst.  req.  observation 

(ii)  Obst.  (probably  ade- 
noids) req.  operative 
treatment 

(iii)  Other  conditions 

(b)  Throat — 

(i)  Tonsils  requiring  ob- 

seivation  

(ii)  Tonsils  requiring  oper- 
ative treatment 

(c)  Glands — 

(i)  Requiring  observation 

(ii)  Requiring  operative 

treatment  

8.  Eyes— 

(a)  External  Diseases — 
Blepharitis 

Conjunctivitis  

Corneal  Opacities 
Strabismus 

Other  Diseases 
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Table  IV. 

Return  of  all  exceptional  children  of  school  age  in  the  area. 


At 

At  Special 

Disability 

Ordinary 

Schools  or 

Total 

Schools 

Classes 

1.  Blind 

13 

13 

2.  Partially  sighted  : 

(a)  Refraction  errors  in  which 

the  curriculum  of  an  ordin- 
ary school  would  adversely 
affect  the  eye  condition  ... 

46 

46 

(b)  Other  conditions  of  the  eye 

— 

8 

8 

3.  Deaf  : 

Grade  I 

20 



20 

Grade  Ha  ... 

7 

_ 

7 

Grade  lib 

— 



Grade  III 

44 

44 

4.  Defective  Speech  : 

(a)  Defects  of  articulation  re- 

quiring  special  educational 

measures  ... 

46 

34 

80 

(b)  Stammering  requiring  spec- 

ial  educational  measures  . . . 

18 

5 

23 

5.  Mentally  Handicapped  (Children 

between  5 and  16  years)  : 
(a)  Educable  (I.Q.  approx. 

60-70)  

(b)  Ineducable  (I.Q.  generally 

38 

390 

428 

less  than  50) 

— 

16 

16 

6.  Epilepsy  ; 

(a)  Mild  and  occasional 

(b)  Severe  (suitable  for  care  in 

— 

8 

8 

a residential  school) 

— 

1 

1 

7.  PhysicallyHandicapped(Children 

between  5 and  16  years)  : 

(a)  Non  - pulmonary  tubercul- 
osis (excl.  cervical  glands) 

(b)  General  orthopaedic  condi- 

— 

31 

31 

tions 

— 

30 

30 

(c)  Organic  heart  disease 

131 

24 

165 

(d)  Other  causes  of  ill-health... 

227 

137 

364 

8.  Multiple  defects  : 

(a)  Deaf  Mutes, 

(b)  Paralysis  and  Mentally 

— 

6 

6 

Handicapped 

(c)  Paralysis,  Mentally  Handi- 

— 

3 

3 

ca  pped  and  Defecti  veSpeech 
(d)  Defective  Vision  and  Men- 

— 

48 

48 

tally  Handicapped 

— 

22 

22 

1363 
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Heights  (in  inches) — Boys. 


Average  Age 

5.  7/12 

9.  7/12 

13.  5/12 

16.  9/12 

Number  Examined 

2,610 

2,252 

1,950 

131 

Average  Height  ... 

432 

51-9 

59*9 

67.7 

Weights  (in  pounds) — Boys. 


Average  Age  

Number  Examined 
Average  Weight 

5.  7/12 
2,610 
43-2 

9.  7/12 

2,252 

632 

13.  5/12 

1,950 

892 

16.  9/12 

131 

1350 

Heights  (in  inches) — Girls. 

k Average  Age 
[Number  Examined 
- Average  Height  ... 

5.  6/12 

2,263 

428 

9 7/12 
2,110 

51-2 

13.  5/12 
1,968 
59  5 

16.  7/12 

107 

64-8 

Weights  (in  pounds) — Girls. 

k Average  Age  

5 Number  Examined 
Average  Weight  ... 

5.  6/12 
2,263 
41  4 

9 7/12 

2,120 

61-5 

13.  5/12 

1,968 

93-3 

16.  7/12 

107 

121-3 

MINOR  AILMENTS  CLINIC. 


6 A.  (2).— DISEASES  OF  EAR,  NOSE,  AND  THROAT. 


MINOR  AILMENTS  CLINIC. 

6 A.  (3).— DISEASES  OF  THE  EYE. 
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Total  Attendances  4,853  2,513  1 2,316  2,410  2,312  3,741  j 6,886  324  25,355 
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IV.  RINCWORM  AND  FAVUS. 

(a)  Drug  Treatment: — 

Ringworm  Head  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Ringworm  Body,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  79 

(b)  X-Ray  Treatment,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(c)  Sun-Light  Treatment,  39 

(Children  ha\e  sun-light  treatment  for  various  conditions — 
Bronchitis,  Asthma,  Alopecia,  Debilitj',  etc.) 


V.  GENERAL  TREATMENT. 

Other  cases  attending  Clinics,  including  General 
Medical  and  Surgical  Cases,  etc.,  ...  ...  ...  511 

Attendances  of  above,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  615 

Total  attendances  at  Minor  Ailments  Clinics, 39,629 
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<i.  B.  EYE  SPECIALIST’S  REPORT. 

There  have  been  no  notable  changes  in  the  work  of  the 
Specialist  Eye  Service  during  the  year.  The  number  of 
■children  examined  continues  to  be  high  and  various  additional 
sessions  have  been  undertaken.  Clinics  have  continued  as 
formerly  at  Paisley,  Greenock,  Port  Glasgow,  Johnstone, 
Barrhead,  and  Renfrew,  with  periodic  visits  to  Sight-Saving 
Classes  in  order  to  maintain  contact  with  children  there. 

Whilst  the  delay  in  the  supply  of  glasses  is  now  largely  a 
thing  of  the  past,  the  difficulties  arising  from  children  losing 
or  breaking  these  still  exist.  Re-tests  within  a short  period 
are  not  undertaken  for  those  reasons  alone  (except  in  special 
■circumstances),  and  it  is  pointed  out  that  while  the  Executive 
Council  gives  every  consideration  to  any  recommendations  we 
may  make,  the  authority  to  supply  glasses  rests  solely  with  it. 

It  need  hardly  be  pointed  out  that  in  many  cases, 
particularly  Myopes,  the  education  and  the  future  of  the  child 
may  be  seriously  affected  by  the  want  of  properly  correcting 
glasses. 

Apart  from  refractive  errors,  the  other  cases  dealt  with 
were  of  the  usual  type — inflammatory  conditions,  squint, 
congenital  defects,  etc. 

The  liaison  which  exists  with  the  Eye  Infirmaries  in  Paisley 
and  Greenock  provides  for  operative  or  other  special  treatment 
which  may  be  found  necessary. 

I have  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  help  of  the  School 
Medical,  Nursing  and  Clerical  Staff,  and  also  those  parents 
who  have  co-operated  in  the  work. 


6 B — EYE  SPECIALIST’ 
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CHILD  WELFARE. 

No.  Examided,  JO  Glasses  Ordered, 
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G.  C.  EAR..  NOSE,  AND  THROAT 
SPECIALIST’S  REPORT. 

Throughout  the  year  Routine  Visits  have  been  paid 
regularly  to  the  various  clinics  and  to  the  Special  Schools  in 
Paisley  and  Greenock. 

706  children  were  recommended  to  have  tonsils  and  adenoids 
removed,  mostly  for  the  improvement  or  conservation  of 
hearing,  and  in  a few  cases  for  the  improvement  of  the  child’s 
general  health. 

The  co-operation  of  the  family  doctor  is  always  sought  in 
these  cases  by  the  despatch,  from  the  clinic,  of  a report  on  the 
condition  found  and  treatment  recommended. 

A great  deal  of  work  has  been  directed  towards  the 
discovery  of  minor  degrees  of  deafness  as  well  as  to  improving 
hearing  and  conserving  what  remains  of  hearing  so  that 
appropriate  educational  means  may  be  employed  to  ensure  that 
the  child  may  become  an  independent  social  and  economic  unit 
in  adult  life. 

During  the  year  an  Audiometric  Survey  was  carried  out 
in  4,407  children  born  in  1941.  'The  tests  were  carried  out  by 
the  Authority’s  two  Audlometrists  using  both  the  Gramophone 
and  the  Pure  Tone  Audiometers. 

Of  22G  children  who  were  finally  selected  for  the  Pure  Tone 
Audiometer  Test,  31  children  were  Graded  1;  21  children  were 
Graded  2a;  2 children  were  Graded  2b;  and  GG  children  had 
• some  degree  of  deafness  in  one  ear  only.  Thus  1.49  per  cent, 
of  the  total  children  examined  had  some  degree  of  deafness  in 
one  ear,  and  1.22  per  cent,  in  both  ears. 

I desire  to  thank  all  those  who  so  willingly  co-operated — 
the  family  doctors,  the  parents,  the  children  themselves,  and 
especially  the  nurses  who  by  their  patient  expert  work  have 
contributed  greatly  to  the  improvement  of  the  children. 

Details  of  the  Ear,  Nose,  and  Throat  Clinic  are  given  in 
;the  table  following. 


6 C — SPECIALIST’S  EAR,  NOSE,  AND  THROAT  CLINIC. 


Nose  and  Throat  Operations  completed  ...  346 
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(5.  D.  ORTHOPAEDIC  SPECIALIST'S  REPORT 


The  work  in.  the  Orthopaedic  Department  has  followed  in 
most  respects  that  done  in  previous  years.  There  has  again 
been  a great  increase  in  the  number  of  patients  seen  and 
treated.  As  a result,  the  problems  of  space  and  of  personnel 
for  carrying  out  the  treatments  have  become  more  acute  than 
ever.  In  the  case  of  those  conditions  where  treatment  can 
advantageously  be  given  by  classes,  accommodation  is  not 
sufficiently  often  available  for  the  number  of  classes  required 
and  there  is  considerable  overcrowding.  Where  individual 
treatments  are  required,  as  in  the  case  of  patients  suffering 
from  Infantile  Paralysis  and  Cerebral  Palsy,  the  time  of  the 
Physiotherapist  is  too  fully  occupied  to  allow  of  more  than  a 
bare  minimum  of  attention  being  given  to  each  patient.  To 
allow  the  service  to  develop  as  it  is  at  present  doing,  more 
room  and  staff  is  required,  otherwise  the  number  of  patients 
will  have  to  be  restricted. 

Details  of  the  work  will  be  found  in  the  following  table : — 


6 D. — Specialist’s  Orthopaedic  Clinics. 


The  following  is  a list  of  conditions  for  which  children  attended  the  Orthopaedic  Clinics : — 

Torticollis,  Tuberculosis  (Bones,  Joints  and  Hips),  Deformities,  Infantile  Paralysis,  Spastic  Paraplegia,  etc. 
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<>.  E.  CHIEF  DENTAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT. 


Inspection  and  treatment  were  carried  out  this  year,  by  the 
School  Dental  Officers,  on  children  in  the  6,  10,  and  11  years 
age  groups.  Acceptance  rate  as  usual  was  high,  and  tin- 
attendance  of  the  children  at  the  Clinics  for  treatment 
satisfactory. 

The  condition  of  the  teeth  in  the  older  age  groups  is  good. 

Throughout  the  year  there  were  numerous  requests  from 
parents  desiring  treatment  for  their  children  at  the  School 
Clinics.  With  the  depleted  dental  staff  it  is  not  possible  to 
carry  out  routine  treatment  on  any  further  age  groups. 

The  Mobile  Dental  Unit  has  been  garaged  since  last 
■October,  when  Mr.  Dowie,  the  dental  officer  in  charge,  resigned 
to  take  up  an  appointment  with  the  Eastern  Regional  Hospital 
Board.  It  is  to  be  regretted  if  this  valuable  asset  to  the 
School  Health  Service  is  to  remain  out  of  commission. 

The  summary  showing  the  amount  of  work  done  will  be 
found  in  the  following  table : — 
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Table  V.  6 E. — Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment. 

No.  of  children  who  were—  (1)  Inspected  by  dental  officers — 


(a) 

(b) 

Systematic 

Special  and 

Age.  examinations 

emergency 

cases 

Total 

6 !.!  2,826 



2.826 

7 ...  ...  — 

1 

1 

8 

1 

1 

9 1,570 

— 

1,570 

10  2,526 

— 

2,526 

11  3,122 

— 

3,122 

12  

2 

2 

13  

— 

— 

14  

— 

— 

15  

— 

— 

Total  10,044 

4 

10,048 

(2)  Found  to  require  treat- 
ment   

8,125 

(2a)  No.  accepting  treatment 

7,144 

(3)  Actually  treated  by  the 
school  dental  officers... 

5,836 

(4)  No.  of  attendances 
made  by  children  for 
treatment 

14,084 

(5)  Fillings  : 

(a)  Permanent  teeth... 

4.5SS 

(b)  Temporary  teeth... 

1,892 

(6)  Extractions  : 

(a)  Permanent  teeth... 

238 

(b)  Temporary  teeth... 

4,835 

(7)  No.  of  administrations 
of  a general  anaesthetic 
for  extractions 

(8)  Other  operations  : 

(a)  Permanent  teeth... 

1,578 

(b)  Temporary  teeth... 

967 

(9)  Half-days  devoted  to 
inspection 

232 

Half-days  devoted  to 
treatment  

1,618 

(10)  No.  of  children  treated 
under  private  arrange- 
ments ... 

6.  F.  SKIN  SPECIALIST’S  REPORT. 


The  work  of  the  Clinics  in  Paisley  and  Greenock  has  not 
■shown  any  significant  change  from  last  year.  The  number  of 
new  cases  and  of  attendances  is  slightly  less,  but  the  ratio 
•of  new  cases  to  attendances  shows  an  improvement  being  now 
1 to  2.3  (last  year  1 to  3.2).  As  mentioned  last  year,  I feel 
that  this  is  a rough  measure  of  the  success  of  the  Clinics. 
The  children  have  all  been  saved  the  expense  and  loss  of 
school  time  of  a visit  to  Glasgow.  I believe  that  with  a wider 
knowledge  of  the  scope  of  the  Clinics,  the  work  can  be 
•considerably  expanded  with  a corresponding  saving  of 
travelling  expense  and  loss  of  school  attendance. 

The  occurrence  of  warts  in  school  children  is  more  than  a 
cosmetic  problem,  as,  being  contageous,  failure  to  treat  the 
•affected  children  allows  of  spread  to  others.  There  is  still, 
however,  no  simple  remedy  for  this  common  condition. 
Encouragement  of  parents  to  bring  the  children  while  warts 
are  still  few  in  number  and  therefore  more  easily  treated,  will, 
it  is  hoped,  be  of  great  value  in  combating  spread. 

Infantile  eczema  during  the  past  year  has  on  the  whole 
1 heea  less  severe,  and  the  impression  is  that  earlier  resort  to 
treatment  is  being  practised. 

No  change  in  the  disease  pattern  over  the  year  has  been 
noted.  The  co-operation  received  from  the  staff  and  from  the 
patients  has  been  most  stimulating. 

Details  of  the  work  will  be  found  in  the  following  table: — 
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7.  SPECIAL  SCHOOLS  AND  CLASSES. 


The  following  Special  Schools  are  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Education  Committee  of  the  Renfrew  County  Council:  — 

No.  on  Roll 


Sandyford  School,  Paisley. 

Boys 

Girls 

Physically  Handicapped  ... 

85 

51 

Mentally  Handicapped  ... 

144 

94 

Laighpark  School,  Paisley. 

Blind 

4 

5 

Sight-Saving  

15 

17 

Gateside  School,  Paisley. 

Deaf  Mute  and  Defective  Hearing 

19 

10 

Glenburn  School,  Greenock. 

Physically  Handicapped  ... 

57 

34 

Mentally  Handicapped  

105 

63 

Sight-Saving 

8 

12 

Garvel  School,  Greenock. 

Deaf  Mute  and  Defective  Hearing 

4 

11 

Epileptic  Colony  School, 

Bridge  of  Weir  

21 

1& 

Kersland  Occupational  Centre  

15 

11 

Holebum  Occupational  Centre  

10 

11 

12  Physically  handicapped  children  were  fit 
the  ordinary  schools  during  the  year  from 
Glenburn  Schools. 

to  be  returned  to 
Sandyford  and 
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Table  showing  for  each  month  during  session  1950-1951  the  number  of  pupils  absent  through  infectious  diseases. 

A. — Actual  Cases.  B. — Contacts. 
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FINDINGS  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

NURSERY  SCHOOLS 


Number  Examined — 157. 

No.  ol  Per- 

3.  UNCLEANLINESS—  Detects.  centase. 

(a)  Head,  _ 12  7.64 

(b)  Body,  ......  — — 1 .64 

4.  SKIN— 

(a)  Head : 

Impetigo,  1 .64 

Others,  , 2 1.27 

(b)  Body : 

Impetigo 1 .64 

Others,  3 1.91 

5.  NUTRITION— 

Slightly  Defective,  5 3.18 

6.  MOUTH  AND  TEETH— 

Unhealthy,  11  7.01 

7.  NASO-PHARYNX— 

(a)  Nose: 

1.  Obstruction  requiring  observation,  5 3.18 

3.  Other  Conditions,  8 5.09 

(b)  Throat: 

1.  Tonsils  requiring  observation,  15  9.55 

2.  Requiring  operative  treatment,  3 1.91 

(c)  Glands : 

1.  Requiring  observation,  2 1.27 

8.  EYES— 

Strabismus,  4 2.55 

9.  EARS— 

(a)  Other  conditions 7 4.46 

(b)  Grade  1,  1 .64 

10.  SPEECH— 

Stammering,  1 .64 

11.  MENTAL  CONDITION— 

(b)  Dull,  i .64 

(e)  Highly  nervous,  3 1.91 

(f)  Difficult  in  behaviour,  1 .64 

12.  CIRCULATORY  SYSTEM— 

(a)  Organic  Heart  Disease: 

1.  Congenital,  6 3.82 

(b)  Functional  Heart  Disease,  2 1.27 

13.  LUNGS— 

Chronic  Bronchitis,  2 1.27 

Suspected  Tuberculosis,  1 .64 

Other  Diseases,  2 1.27 

14.  DEFORMITIES— 

(a)  Congenital,  4 2.55  ; 

(b)  Acquired  (Infantile  Paralysis),  2 1-27 

(c)  Acquired  (Probably  Rickets),  4 2.55 

(d)  Acquired  (Other  Causes),  1 .64 

15.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE I .64 


16.  OTHER  DISEASES  OR  DEFECTS,  1 .64 


Nursery  Schools. 


3U 


F.  Heights  (in  inches) — Boys. 


Average  Age 

4.512 

Number  Examined 

76 

Average  Height 

40.6 

F.  Weights  (in  pounds)- 

-Boys. 

Average  Age 

4.5  12 

Number  Examined... 

76 

Average  Weight 

39.3 

F.  Heights  (in  inches)— 

-Girls. 

Average  Age 

4.  6/12 

Number  Examined... 

81 

Average  Height 

39.9 

F.  Weights  (in  pounds)- 

—Girls. 

Average  Age 

4.  6/12 

N umber  Examined ... 

81 

Average  Weight 

37-3 
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Nursery  Schools — Table  II. 


Nature  of  Defect. 

Number  examined — 157. 

3.  Cleanliness : — 

(a)  Head,  

(b)  Body,  

4.  Skin:  — 

(a)  Head — - 

Impetigo,  

Others,  

(b)  Body- 

Impetigo,  

Others, 

5.  Nutrition:  — 

Slightly  defective,  

6.  Mouth  and  Teeth  unhealthy, 

7.  Naso-Pharynx : — 

(a)  Nose — 

1.  Obs.  requiring  observation, 

3.  Other  conditions,  

(b)  Throat — 

1.  Tonsils  requiring  observation, 

2.  Tonsils  requiring  op.  treatment, 

(c)  Glands — 

1.  Requiring  observation, 

8.  Eyes : — 

Strabismus,  

9-  Ears:  — 

(a)  Other  conditions,  

(b)  Grade  1,  

10.  Speech:  — 

Stammering,  

11.  Mental  Condition:  — 

(b)  Dull 

(e)  Highly  nervous, 

(f)  Difficult  in  behaviour 

12.  Circulatory  System  : — 

(a)  Organic  Heart  Disease — 

1.  Congenital,  

(b)  Functional  Heart  Disease, 

13.  Lungs:  — 

Chronic  Bronchitis,  

Suspected  Tuberculosis, 

Other  Diseases, 

14.  Deformities:  — 

(a)  Congenital,  

(b)  Acquired  (Inf.  Par.), 

(c)  Acquired  (Prob.  Rickets), 

(d)  Other  causes, 

15.  Infectious  Disease, 

16.  Other  Diseases  or  Defects, 


Hoys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Per- 

Per- 

i'er- 

No.  7 

0 centaee. 

So.  81.  centase. 

Xo.  1 57.  cental 

4 

5.26 

8 

9.87 

12 

7.64 

1 

1.23 

1 

.63 

1 

1.23 

1 

.63 

i 

1.31 

1 

1-23 

2 

1.27 

— 

— 

1 

1.23 

1 

.63 

2 

2.63 

1 

1.23 

3 

1.91 

1 

1.31 

4 

4.93 

5 

3.18 

4 

5.26 

7 

8.46 

11 

7.01 

4 

5.26 

1 

1-23 

5 

3.18 

5 

6.57 

3 

3.70 

8 

5.09 

6 

7.89 

9 

11.11 

15 

9.55 

— 

— 

3 

3.70 

3 

1.91 

— 

— 

2 

2.46 

2 

1.27 

3 

3.94 

1 

1.23 

4 

2.54 

2 

2.63 

5 

6.17 

7 

4.45 

1 

1.31 

— 

— 

1 

.63 

— 

— 

1 

1.23 

1 

.63 

1 

1.31 

1 

.63 

1 

1.31 

2 

2.46 

3 

1.91 

1 

1.23 

1 

.63 

2 

2.63 

4 

4.93 

6 

3.82 

1 

1.31 

1 

1.23 

2 

1.27 

2 

2.63 

2 

1.27 

1 

1.31 

— 

— 

1 

.63 

1 

1.31 

1 

1.23 

2 

1.27 

1 

1.31 

3 

3.70 

4 

2.54 

— 

— 

2 

2.46 

2 

1.27 

2 

2.63 

2 

2.46 

4 

2.54 

— 

— 

1 

1.23 

1 

.63 

1 

1.31 

— 

— 

1 

.63 

1 

1.31 

— 



1 

.63 

Nursery  Schools.  Nursery  Schools — Table  III. 
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